336          THE IMPROVISED REPUBLIC

1649 I desire you both to make it above all things your business to seek the Lord : to be frequently calling upon Him that He would manifest Himself to you in His son, and be listening what returns He makes to you, for He will be speaking in your ear and in your heart, if you attend thereunto. I desire you to provoke your husband likewise thereunto. As for the pleasures of this life and outward business, let that be upon the bye. Be above all these things, by faith in Christ, and then you shaE have the true use and comfort of them, and not otherwise. . . . The Lord is very near, which we see by His wonderful works, and therefore He looks that we of this generation draw near Him. This late great mercy of Ireland is a great manifestation thereof. Your husband will acquaint you with it. We should be much stirred up in our spirits to thankfulness. We much need the spirit of Christ to enable us to praise God for so admirable a mercy.1

These are words which cannot jar upon us and which can never be out of date, the true language of personal religion. There was to be little of such tenderness about Oliver's public deeds for many a month.

The flotilla took a day and two nights for the journey, reaching Dublin on August 15th, " The lord-lieutenant," wrote Hugh Peters, " was as sea-sick as ever I saw a man in my life."

1 L. and 3.9 I, 452-3.